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Editorial

his 25" Bulletin comes out at

atimewhentheworst and the
best of this Global War on Terror
impact on the nations that have
extended their support to thison-
going battle.

We would likethisissueto
extend its condolences on behalf
of the Coalition to our brothers
and sisters in arms from the United Kingdom for the sad loss
that they have suffered.

The wanton act of destruction as witnessed in the Lon-
don blasts only furthers our resolve in continuing to fight to
make the world a better place to live in, free of tyranny and
belligerence. The environment reminds one of the famous say-
ing attributed to Edmund Burk, * Evil requiresonly onethingto
prosper, that good men remain silent.” We continue to be right
and shall not remain silent.

We al so take this opportunity to express are condolences
to the families and loved ones of those who have lost those
brave Marines in Afghanistan in the downing of their helicop-
ter. These men were not mere causalities of battle for they re-
main alivein our heartsand mindsaswe, the Coalition, continue
to push the boundaries of amaore civilised world to other fron-
tiers.

Aswe cometo these frontiers, we witness the realities of
constitution building in Iragq and the approaching electionsin
Afghanistan, and as we watch each corner turned and a new
dawnrise, it isonly fair that we, each of us, in our own capaci-
ties, can whisper into thewind that it was all worthiit.

We hopethat thismagazineisat |least ‘ that whisper’ inthe
wind asit pays tribute to the many nations who are sacrificing
so bravely to assist in the re-building of the countrieswithin the
CENTCOM areasof responsibilities.

Readers of this bulletin shall find how the Afghans are a
step further in establishing the writ of their Government. They
shall also read about the welfare proj ects affecting humanity in
Irag but most importantly they shall discover within these pages
pictures, photographs and images of those silent contributors
who are shaping the future for a better world.

It isthusthat we find an unwavering resolve amongst the
many nations who are part of this coalition, asthey continueto
weather thetrialsand tribul ations of this Global War on Terror-
ism. And aswelivefrom moment to moment, taking the good as
well as the bad in stride and spirit, the Coalition continues to
stand firm, shoul der-to-shoul der, building and defining a better
future for other generations to come.

Tarig Khan
Brigadier-General, Pakistan
Chairman, Public Awareness Working Group

&4 ANA Volunteers Graduate
““ from Basic Training

By U.S. Army Spc. Benjamin T. Donde,
117™ Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

ABUL, Afghanistan — As Afghanistan marches toward be

coming afully democratic nation, theAfghan National Army
has marched another class of volunteer soldiers to graduation
from basic training. Marking the 36" class to compl ete the train-
ing, 591 soldiers graduated from the Kabul Military Training Cen-
ter on June 12. Several countries are involved in mentoring the
Afghan basic training instructors, including the United States.
“Weare simply hereto guide and givedirection. We' relike qual-
ity control,” said Army Lt. Col. Billy Rankin, mentor for theKMTC
chief of staff. “It's their army. Some suggestions they like and
somethey don’t like.”

This classwas an infantry kandak (battalion). The soldiers
learned basi ¢ tasks such as patrolling, conducting an attack, com-
bat operations and marching. Their training is not finished, how-
ever; they still have to complete a field training exercise con-
ducted by the Canadians and will then report to their assign-

During the graduation ceremony.

This class will bring the ANA strength to 24,710 soldiers
when they finish training. “These soldiers are very keen,” said
British Capt. Yuba Raj, second in command of the United King-
dom Afghan National Army Training Team. “They enjoy what
they’ re doing and they have become good at it.”

Before enlistment the soldiers must be able to pass a lit-
eracy test and a physical fitness test, which consists of 37 push-
ups, 40 sit-ups and a 2.4-kilometer run in lessthan 10.5 minutes.
“It wasalot of funand | really enjoyed the training,” said ANA
Cpl. Saed Osman. The 12-week training courseisbroken into two
parts. First was a six-week basic training course, after which the
soldiers were split. One hundred sixty-two soldiers attended a
general noncommissioned officer course, 48 attended a combat
leader course and the rest went onto Advanced Individual Train-
ing where they received instruction in certain specialties such as
reconnaissance, transportati on, mortarsand medical training, Raj
said.

These men have made the security of their nation a per-
sonal responsibility by volunteering to serve in the Afghan Na-
tional Army, and it will continueto betheir responsibility for their
three-year term of service.@
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On photos: Rear Admiral Jackson visits
Coalition troops in Iraq during July 2005.

Story by Spc. Claude Flowers
Photos by Maj. Richard McNorton
304" Mobile PAD

Q s the Chief of Coalition Coordi-
nation at U.S. Central Command,
Rear Admiral John Adrian “AJ’

Jackson has ensured that the dozens of
nations participating in Operation Iragi
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom
realized their shared goals. In July, Rear
Adm. Jackson visited Coalition forcesin
Irag’s Multi-National Division — North
East, MND — Central South, and MND —
South East to view their accomplishments
firsthand. He came away with renewed

there was evident in the capabilities of the
Iragi Navy and their patrol boats.”

TheU.S. Navyisinteracting with not
only the other branches of the American
military, but also other nations. How isthat
different from your prior experiences, and
what do you see as the great successes of
that teamwork?

“The one thing that strikes me is that
despite the many different cultures, lan-
guages, uniforms, traditions and heritages

derstand the sense of urgency to accom-
plish the mission. Despite all the cultural
backgrounds and the variety of cultures,
languages and heritages, we all under-
stand the international sense of commit-
ment to preserving freedom and democra-
ciesaround theworld. So, the more differ-
ent we are, the more alike we are. | guess
(that) isthething | take away the most.

“We visited first with the Koreans
inlrbil, MND North East... That wasvery
near and dear to my heart because | have
spent many good times in Korea, first

appreciation for the achievementsof all
involved. “Everyone forward under-
stands the mission,” he said. “They
know they’ re making adifference.” As
he prepared to retire from the military,
hereflected upon what he has observed

both over the course of his three de- | :

cades in the U.S. Navy, and his four
yearsat Central Command.

What have you seen in terms of
Sailorsinteracting with thelragi Coast
Guard and Iragi Navy?

“Whenl| visited thelragi Navy, | was
impressed with how far their training fa-
cilitieshad comeat their baseat Umm Qasr.
The U.S. Navy had apresencethere early
on, but we' ve backed away dueto the abil-
ity of the Iragi Navy to stand up quickly.
There's not as much U.S. Navy presence
there, but the legacy of them having been

of the militaries and nations, when it comes
down to serving your country and serving
inthemilitary, we' reall thesame. Itisaunique
fraternity, a unique brotherhood if you will,
of people who understand commitment and
service above themselves. No matter where
you go or what country isthere or who you
talk to, we'rereally all the same, those that
wear the respective uniformsof our nations.
We all understand the mission. We al un-

with the Seventh Fleet units and then
later in a short active duty period as
Commander of Naval Forces, Korea...
When | served in Korea, neither side
would have thought that we would both
bewearing desert camouflage uniforms
and bein the middle of the Iragi coun-
tryside... Knowing the professionalism

¢ of the Koreans, | was not surprised at

all to see what they are doing, both in
Iraq and Afghanistan...

“As| remarked to them, therewasa
saying in Korea about the U.S. and Ko-
rean forces that, ‘We go together.’ | re-
marked that here we are going together
but in aland far different from either one
of us envisioned when the saying came
about. Knowing the professionalism of the
Koreans, | was not surprised at all to see
what they are doing, both in Irag and Af-
ghanistan...




“The Brits have been with us ev-
ery step of theway (bound by) our com-
mon history and heritage together over
theyears. | can’t think of any other na-
tion that is so in step with us during
timesof crisisasthefolksof the United
Kingdom. They’re certainly our closest
and largest contributor to the coalition,
but again, I’ mjust amazed at the profes-
sionalism of their junior officer corpsin
particular that | met down in Basra. The
briefingsthat | received from junior and

midgrade officers was (indicative) of the
professional training and education that

all of our military forces pursue and receive
today...

By Serving, “We're Really All the Same” =5

“Another great example: We have
a Multi-National Division (Central
South) commanded by Poland, very
professional soldiers. I’m reminded that
the Poles have been with (the United
States) since our beginning aswell, go-
ing back to Revolutionary War days.
There were soldiers from Poland who
came to our aid to help train and assist
us, and here we are helping train and
assist soldiers of yet another country
that we never thought we would be do-

‘ ing amission together with.” @

naspecia event called “ Voices of the Sol

diers,” broadcast journalists visited
USCENTCOM and troops stationed at
MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, Florida. Over
600 Americansand membersof the Coalition
attended the BBQ event, hosted by the
“Move America Forward” organization in
appreciation of the troops supporting the
Global War on Terror.

“MoveAmericaForward” isanon-par-
tisan, not-for-profit organization committed
to supporting the brave men and women of
theU.S. Armed Forcesand America'sefforts
to defeat terrorism.

With this occasion CENTCOM offi-
cialsand therepresentatives of Pakistan, Ro-
mania, Azerbaijan, Italy, Denmark and Canada
have been interviewed by radio reporters
Mark Williams (KFBK 1530 — Sacramento),
Brad Maaske (KMJ 580 — Fresno, CA),
Martha Zoller (WDUN 550 — Atlanta),
Michael Graham (WMAL 630 — Washing-
ton DC), and Buzz Patterson (Right Talk Ra-
dio Network).

All liveand pre-taped interviews have
been broadcasted by “Move America For-
ward” radio stations, and have reached ma-
jor metropolitan areaslike New York, LosAn-
geles, San Francisco, Sacramento, Atlanta,
Washington D.C., and Boston. “Move
AmericaForward”, whose audienceis over
20 million per day, has stressed the positive
impact of the U.S. servicemembersfocusing
on reconstruction, humanitarian and medi-
cal assistance in Iraq and Kuwait.@

‘Move America Forward” Reporters

Visit U.S. Central Command HQ In Tampa

July 2005




B B The Italian Roads to Peacekeeping in Iraq Go t

Lt. Col. Mario Luppa—
Tampa,

Lt. Col. Fabio Mattiassi —
An Nasiriyha

n the Dhi Qar Province of

I Irag, the Italian CIMIC
(Civil Military Coopera-
tion) has carried out many
projects and there many oth-
ersthat the peoplearelooking
forward to seeing completed
in the near future. The
programmeisatwenty million
dollar effort which involvesa
complex chain of studies and
works that are initiated by re-

. : : : = SN
questsfromvillages' Sheiks.
On photos: Italian Forces build regional stability in Dhi Qar province in South Eastern Iraq.
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These requests are pro- | and destruction who want to This isway in which the | available by the Italian Gov-
cessed through the Italian | progress toward civil, political | money, offered by the Interna- | ernment. Theltaliansare now
Joint Task Force CIMIC Cell | and economic stability. Thefirst | tional Community, was made | completing approximately 60
and aregiven to thebest local | 13 milliondollarsfromthe Com- | availablefor reconstruction and | more projectsfor an additional

factories/firms, throughanap- | manders Emergency Response | immediate help projects. 3.5millioneuro.
propriate tender, for their ac- | Program (CERP) havebeen spent
complishment. The involve- | on construction and improve- Sincethe beginning of the Even with this sort of

ment of local factories/firms | ment of theroading network, re- | Italian Mission in Iraqg, the Ital- | funding these projects are not
starts a process of autono- | construction of entire hospital | ianJoint Task Forcehasfinanced | enough by themselves. The
mous development of the re- | wings, and the purchase of per- | 516 projects, 50 of which have | will and dedication of the
gion, whichisfundamental for | sonal computers and furniture | been completed with an addi- | CIMIC operators are the key-
people coming out from war | for schools. tional four million euro made | stones to ensuring sympathy

£
£
=
g
E
s
£
c
S
T
o
(@]
8]
1]
c
S
@
[
o
9]
—
E
£
o
|53
2}
c
93
(3}
z
z
=




o Camp Mittica, Dhi Qar Province =

and real cooperation with the
Iragi people: success lies in
the human links between for-
eign forcesand Iragis.

How is a humanitarian
processcarried out? Thereare
two mainroadsthat can befol-
lowed: oneisgoing directly to
Camp Mittica (ITA JTF Main
Camp), the other is getting in
contact withthe TF Unitsdaily
patrolling the Dhi Qar prov-
ince, aliasthe I TAJTFAOR.

Inthefirst caseavillage
headman, aMayor or anotable
introduces himself at the en-
trance of the camp. Heisthen
introducedtoaTF ‘ Project Of-
ficer’ who goesto the specific
location and assesses if the
work is worthwhile and fea-
sible.

When the evaluation is
completed, a priority and a
number isgiven to the project
and it is added to a list of
tasks. When the project
comesup for financing, aten-
der iscalled among local fac-
tories/firmsand thework isfi-

nally assigned to the enterprise
that guarantees the best cost/
benefit ratio.

During the daily visits to
villagesin Dhi Qar province (Hu-
manitarian / Health assistance)
some requests are forwarded to
Coalition Forces by the local
populace. All requests are thor-
oughly evaluated and each of
them may herald the start of a
new project and, consequently,

inevitably deny them the chance
of becoming themain playersin
their own future.

The need for security
whilecarrying out any projectis
important. And again thisis still
the promise we, the Italians, are
honouring in Irag. We are ensur-
ing security with our soldiersand
at the sametime we aretraining
Iragi Police and Armed Forces.
These are the personnel that will

guard and defend their own
country when we are gone.
The Iragi Government needs
efficient security structures.

The ITA JTF is taking
care of the Army, while the
“Carabinieri” (MSU) look af-
ter the Iragi Police Service,
teaching them how to organize
their work inthe sameway the
“Carabinieri” doinltaly.

On 19 May 2005, acer-
emony took place in An
Nasiriyhawith Italian soldiers
and the highest provincial au-
thorities. Several diplomas
weregiventolragi soldiersand
policemen for their participa-
tion and personal achievement
intheMOUT (Military Opera-
tionin Urban Terrain) course.

They were taught the
techniques and tactics of mod-
ern warfare and demonstrated
their importancefor the future
of Irag. They are cooperating
and fully involved in the con-
trol of their own territory.

The Italian recipe for
Civil Military Cooperation is
an additional confirmation that
the ‘Italian Way to Peace —
Keeping Operations isawin-
ning one.=

of anew task.

Essential for the
success of each
project is the sharing
of work and responsi-
bility with theimmedi-
ate population. Thein-
volvement of local
people in these works
is the first step to of-
fering areal possibility
of growth to the area
economy.

Tobuildortoim-
provealready existing
services, leavingtolo-
calsonly thebenefit of |

just using them, would

Coalition Bulletin
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Is Taught

Story and photo by
Spc. Jason Krawczyk,
20t PA Detachment

]4LALABAD PRT, Af-
ghanistan — The Afghan
National Police com-
pleted the first riot control
classtaught by membersof the
Jalalabad Provinical Recon-
struction Team May 23.

Afghan National Police

Riot Control

With their new gear, it
was time for the QRF to learn
what to do with it. “The first
morning we went over con-
fronting the riotersand moving
them where you want them,”
said Army Spc. Richard Buck, a
team instructor with 164th. Af-
ter lunch, they applied their
newly acquired skillsto aprac-

Afghan National Police acting as rioters try to break through a riot
line that the ANP’s quick reaction force deployed during training.

The 164th Military Po-
lice Company’s policetactical
advisor team taught the ANP
to deal with different riot situ-
ations that arise during civil
unrest. “The two-day class
saw a big improvement in the
ANP'sriot control skills,” said
Army Sgt. Joseph Mirander,
the 164th MP Co.’s PTAT non-
commissioned officer in
charge. “ They'retaught alittle
bit on riot control when they
go through the police acad-
emy, but nothing this in-
depth.”

The Jalalabad PRT also
provided some new equipment
to the police. “The ANP's
(quick reaction force) got riot
shields and helmets,” said
Mirander.

tical exercise. Other police
played the role of rioters and
the QRF had to subdue them.
“It took sometime, but they got
the hang of it,” said Army Pfc.
Nicholas Hogan, a PTAT
course instructor. Day two
started out with more hands-on
training to reinforce the skills
the QRF learned the day before.
After thereview, it wastimeto
get into more difficult riot con-
trol scenarios.

“This class has given us
the tools and training to deal
with riots on our own and in a
civil manner,” said Mer
Mohammad, a QRF team mem-
ber. While this course had 20
police officers, more than a
hundred arewaiting to take the
training class.@

Korean “Fever” Spreads
in Bagram Airfield

Story and photo by

Capt. (P) Sung-Hun Park,
Republic of Korea Army
100" Engineer Group PAO

AGRAM AIRFIELD, Af-

ghanistan — In the area
where the Republic of Kored's
Army support group for “Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom” is lo-
cated, Coalition forcesare eager
to learn the Korean alphabet
“Han-Geul.”

On June 9, according to
Republic of KoreaJoint Chief of
Staff Headquarters, Dasan/
Dong-ui Unit opened a Korean
language Class at the Dasan
Education Centreat BagramAir-
field, where eighteen different
countries’ armed forces are de-
ployed.

They posted advertise-
ments of the class on the bulle-
tin boards at the Base. After
three days twenty people, the
class limitation, had applied to
attend.

As part of his duty he
has contact with other Coali-
tion forces.

Coalition soldiersoften
ask Captain Lee, “to teach
them a few Korean words.”
This gave him an inspiration
to have this “Korean Class.”

Now, it isvery common
in Bagram Air Field for many
Codlition soldierstosay “An-
neong-ha-se-yo” (“How are
you?’) to greet each other.

Captain Mark Ogles of
theU.S. Army’sHeadquarters
& Headquarters Troop, 2nd
Squad/6th Cavalry said, “ Af-
ter finishing deployment in
Afghanistan, | guess that |
will be deployedin Koreaand
| think that learning Han-Geul
will help me to get closer to
Korean people.”

Dasan/Dong-ui Unit’s
first rotationsare deployed in

R.O.K. Army 100" Engineer Group LNO Capt. Young-Seok Lee
explains the basics of “Han-Geul” grammar to his students during
the Korean language class for Coalition members.

|

/]

Now there are 90 minute
basic Korean lessons every
Tuesday and Friday.

This “Han-Geul Fever”
began with the efforts of Cap-
tain Young-Suk Lee (34,
ROTC#32 class) the liaison of -
ficer in Dasan Unit.

Afghanistan in February of
2003 and February of 2002.

At present, the 5th
Dasan Unit rotation and 7th
Dong-ui Unit rotation are ac-
complishing various engineer
and medical support missions
with 204 personnel . @




I+l HMCS Winnipeg Continues Canada’s
Maritime Contribution to OEF

art damage and machinery control
system, making the class one of
the most advanced warship de-
signs in the world. The ship is
complemented with anAir Detach-
ment flying the CH-124A SeaKing
helicopter, an al weather multi-
purpose platform capable of anti-
submarine warfare, surface sur-
veillance, search and rescue, and
fleet support.

"l -
f

o . ., i

Thedetachment, consisting
of four pilots, two tactical naviga-
tors, two electronic sensor opera-
tors, and eleven technicians, is a
valuable asset that extends the
ship’s sensor and combat capabil -
ity over the horizon.

L

./ ; P On 1 June, HMCSWinnipeg

Her Majesty’s Canadian Ship (HMCS) Winnipeg. reported for duty with Task Force
150 of the Coalition Naval Forces

assigned to the Global Campaign Against

HMCS Winnipeg was the ninth of | Terrorism. Her primary mission during this
twelve Canadian Patrol Frigates (CPFs) to | deployment will be to support the Cam-
I n Spring 2005, Her Majesty’s Cana- | be built by Canadaduring thelate’80sand | paign Against Terrorism within the Area

Lt. Catherine Sands,
Shipborne Air Controller /
Unit Information Officer

dian Ship (HMCS) Winnipeg | early’90s. Shehasacrew of 240 sailorsand | of Responsibility (AOR), as directed by

departed Victoria, British Colum- the Combined Forces Maritime
biafor Operation Altair. Operation . y Component Commander (CFMCC).
Altair is the present Canadian
Forces maritime contribution to Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. HMCS
Toronto, another Halifax-class pa-
trol frigate, wasthefirst ship to sail
under OperationAltair.

Throughout the deployment
she will conduct surveillance pa-
trols and maritime interdiction op-
erations in order to control sea-
based activity in the region.

Theshipwill contributeto the
Coalition campaign in the region,
working throughout theAOR. Inthe
current environment this involves
building apositiverelationship with
thelegitimate marinersintheregion
while doing focused operations
against those using the high seas
routes for terrorist activity or sup-
port to such activity.

She deployed from January to
July 2004, sailing with the USS
George Washington Carrier Strike
Group. HM CSWinnipeg isthe sec-
ond ship to deploy for Op Altair.
Thiswill be her third deployment to
the Persian Gulf (Arabian Gulf) re-
gioninfour years.

From March to September =
2001, she was integrar[ed into the Stinger 36 hoisting a member of the boarding party. ‘
USS Constellation Carrier Battle The ship’s Commanding Of-
Group, and from September 2002to May | airmen, including officers. Designedtoful- | ficer, Commander Kevin Greenwood,
2003, on OperationApollo, shesailedwith | fill multiplewarfareroles, Winnipegisfitted | states, “Thereisagood spirit of coopera-
the U.S.-led Coadlition fleet, engaged in | withweaponry for Anti-SubmarineWarfare | tion amongst the twelve countries cur-
force protection and maritimeinterdiction | (ASW), Anti-Surface Warfare(ASUW) and | rently contributing maritimeforces. There

operations. During thelatter deployment, | Anti-Air Warfare (AAW). isareal job to be done here still and my
Winnipeg hailed nearly 1,900 ships, of team is enjoying being part of it”.
which 136 were boarded for closer inspec- Thedesign combinesaversatileweap- | Winnipeg departs the CENTCOM AOR
tion. ons and sensor package with astate-of-the- | in late August. =

Coalition Bulletin July 2005
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New Civil Military Projects Inaugurated

== Dy Romanian Soldiers Serving in Iraq

port the Romanian soldiers both in the
evaluation process and also during the
construction phase.”

Currently, with the funds provided
by MNF, the Romanian 2™ Infantry Bat-
talion “ Calugareni” finalized and inau-
gurated 7 CIMIC projectsthat worth over
USD 820,000.

Theactivitiesfrom civil-military co-
operation will continue during the entire
term of the“ Célugéreni” in lrag, simul-
taneous with patrolling missions to en-
sure the freedom of action for the Mullti-
national Force's convoys, providing se-
curity for theinfrastructurefacilitiessuch
as oil pipelines and power supply lines
and the very important task of training
the personnel of Iragi Army, for which the
Romanian and Italian instructorswill soon
finish the third course. @

= . F
Calugareni soldiers and local authorities of Al Fuhud walking on the rehabilitated road.

Story and photos

by Capt Carol Florea,
Romanian 2" Infantry
Battalion “Calugareni” PIO

CAMP MITTICA, Irag—On 18" of
June, two new CIMIC (civil-military
cooperation) projectswereinaugu-
rated by the soldiers of the Romanian 2™
Infantry Battalion “ Célugareni” in the
town of Al Fufud (about 30,000 inhabitants)
located 60 kilometers (40 miles) from An
Nasiriyah, with financial support provided
by the Multinational Force (MNF).

Thefirst project, consisting of awa-
ter distribution network, will bring the most
needed thing here — water — to the houses
of 5,000 Iragis.

The second, rehabilitation of a 1,5-
kilometer road, will connect tens of houses
in aswamp arealocated at the outskirts of
the town with the main road.

The new water distribution network
and road, which 60 Iragis worked on for 6
weeks, werethefirst CIMIC projectsinau-
gurated by 2™ Infantry Battalion
“ Célugéreni” inAl Fufud. USD 150,000in
funding was provided by MNF.

Invited by Sheikh Nazar Mannar, the
community spiritual leader, in the town’s

guest house, Roma-
nian soldiers and
Iragi authoritiesdis-
cussed local com-
munity necessities,

mainly concerning |

water distribution
plants, school con-
struction, sewage
systems and reha-
bilitation of some
roads located in
Swampy areas.

“We are very
satisfied by this
first CIMIC projects
inaugurated in our
town,” said Sheikh
Nazar.

“As you can
see, weliveinavery
poor area that is
also swampy, and

we need to havethe -

roads rehabilitated
and to built new

water purification |-~

plants.

“Wewill sup-
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Calugareni soldiers and the local authorities of Al Fuhud discussing
about community needs in the guest's house.
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Priest Nicolae Postolea blesses Calugareni flag on National Flag Day.




=1 Unit Offers Many Tools to Handle Afghan

Emergenues Alr Force Brings Help from Above

Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz.

(Up) Senior Airman Chris Piercecchi adjusts his survival vest in preparation
for a rescue mission as Senior Master Sgt. Jim Sanchez looks on. Master
Sgt. Sanchez and Piercecchi are pararescue jumpers attached to the 451st
Air Expeditionary Group and deployed from the 305th Rescue Squadron at

(Right) Tech. Sgt. Jason Burger, a flight engineer of the 451st Air
Expeditionary Group, checks out the weapons systems on a HH-60G Pave
Hawk in preparation of a night mission.

Story by Air Force Capt. Mark

Gibson, 455" Air Expeditionary
Wing PA, Photos by

Air Force Col. Eric Vollmecke

ANDAHARAIRFIELD, Afghani-
stan — On a normal day, opera
tionsat the 451st Air Expedition-

ary Group here can be typical of any de-
ployed unit.

Civil engineering Airmenwork tire-
lessly to keep the long-neglected runway
open so thousands of Army troops can
remain supplied. Aerial port personnel
load and unload a seemingly endless
stream of incoming aircraft carrying people
and equipment.

Services squadron members sched-
ule activities to entertain those deployed
tothisfar-flung location. Sometimes, how-
ever, an event can occur that highlights
the uniqueness of the 451st and the Air-

men assigned to it.

A perfect example occurred May 22,
when an improvised explosive device be-
lieved to have been set by pro-Taliban forces
struck an Army convoy traveling north of
Kandahar.

Theincident showed how al the parts
in such an expeditionary unit work together
—and how the Air Force is supporting the
war fighters on the ground in southern Af-
ghanistan.

“The Air Force is here as the senior
airport authority, but we' re also hereto pro-
videcritical elementsto support theArmy’s
offensive operations in southern Afghani-
stan,” said Col. Eric W. Vollmecke, com-
mander of the 451st AEG and a Guardsman
deployed fromthe West VirginiaAir National
Guard. “With (tactical air control personnel),
air evacuation, pararescue and explosiveord-

nance disposal, we renot your typical unit
by any means.”

ThelED caused heavy damageto a
Humveeinthe column. Traveling withthe
convoy weretactical air controllers Staff
Sgt. Mitchell Yang and Airman 1st Class
Kenneth Farrar, who were able to quickly
call inair coverageto thesite.

“They were able to get aircraft to
the scene and help with security for
ground forces and rescue personnel,” said
Lt. Col. Wayne Canipe, commander of the
tactical air control unit at Kandahar Air-
field. “ They did their jobsvery well.”

While EOD teams
scoured the area for sec-
ondary devices and in-
vestigated the explosion,
anArmy medical evacua
tion team transported two
wounded soldiersback to
Kandahar Airfield for
emergency treatment. An
Air Forceemergency res-
cue squadron was also
sent up as a backup,
which was necessary due
to high winds and poor
visibility inthe area.

One soldier later died as aresult of
his wounds, with the second receiving
life-saving treatment at Kandahar. The
Army “brought himin here, stabilized him
and performed surgery,” said Capt. Steve
Theohares, aflight care coordinator with
the 451st Air Evacuation Squadron de-
ployed from Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base, Ohio. “That'swhenwegot involved.
We took over his care and got him to
Landstuhl, Germany, for follow-up treat-
ment.”

“Wewerefortunatethat aC-17 was
inmid-air on aroutine mission, and he got
herein about five minutes,” hesaid. “(The
Soldier) received outstanding care in the
field, there’'s no doubt,” Theohares said.
“Otherwise, he wouldn’t have made it.”
The cooperation between the Army and
Air Forceand theinternal cohesionwithin
the 451st werethe difference betweenlife
and death, Vollmecke believes. @
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™= A Spearhead of the German Army @K=&

Story by German Liaison Team, asamain peacetime effort. Inaseriesof ex- | to support any operation with maximum
SLL, WRICERTe oy ercises, very often in a multinational envi- | efficiency. The latest good example of
heAirmobile Division (DLO) was | ronment, all DLO personnel have to train | these challenges was the sudden demand
established on July 1%, 2002 in | their knowledge of, and capabilitiesinthese | for helicopter support to an |SAF/PRT
Veitshoechheim, near Wuerzburg, | new areas. Close cooperation with similar | Kunduz mission. With only a minimum
Germany. It reached operational capabil- | task units, especially the 11" Air Manoeu- | time of preparation, German Air Mobile
ity soon after this date, and now the DLO | vre Brigade of the Netherlands, proved to | Components were successfully involved
is the pro- in arescue mission in avery remote and
vider of air hazardous environment in Afghanistan.
mobility for Key to the success were the high degree
Army and of training status, high readinessand dis-
other cipline, thevital undelayed flow of infor-
branches of mation and last but not least, good com-
the German munications.
Forces.
HEADQUARTERS & UNITS
MISSION
SPECTRUM Following the guidelinesfor the on-
going transformation process of the Ger-
T h e manArmy, the DLO will haveachangein
mission of the
AirmobileDi-
vision is to
provideadivi-
sional High- :
Readiness 1icno Tl doter and the new mult purpose N0,
Headquarters

for planning and conducting operations | be very beneficial. Besides
as a German contribution to possible | theability to provide numer-
NATO Crisis Management Operations, | ous Army Aviation Contin-
and for tasks assigned by the European | gentsfor operationsin geo-

Union (so-called i b = e =

“ Peteererg-Opera- ThehM‘olbiIeIWing.] Operatio.ns Center?)lf"t.he Ger-
tions’). This means that Mobile Air Operations German Army man Armed Forces.

the headquarters and structure. However, the professionalism
forcesof theDLO haveto will remainat avery highlevel. Thanksto
beairmobileand/or ready | AIR MOBILE COMPONENTS  AIR MOBILE ASSETS | | new equipment, new helicopters as well
for rapid sedlift to act also . iﬁ:, B3] as CCIS and even increased up to date
asInitial-Entry Forcesto 3 training possibilities, the DLOwill remain
pave the way and safe- ‘f one of themost modern German Army Di-
guard follow on forces. = visions.

Meanwhile, parts | - Because of its very broad mission
of the forces assigned to spectrum, the DLO is not exclusively an
the DLO are now perma- Army Aviation Division, but a cross-sec-
nently engaged in mis- E= Mobile Air OPS ﬁ tiona major unit of thewhole GermanArmy;,
sions abroad, i.e. in containing Army Aviation aswell asother

Kosovo, and Afghanistan Operations. | graphically separated areas of operation si- | specia forcemultipliers.
Beyond this, the Division presently con- | multaneously, theAirmobile Division perma-

tributes a full squadron of transport heli- | nently keeps an Army Aviation Standby With the upcoming introduction of
copters to the NRF 4 contingent. Forceready at all timesfor possible Evacua- | thehighly capable Tiger attack helicopter
tion Operations. and the new NH-90 multi purpose heli-

Thedivision headquarters also acts copter, plus the CH-53 as the workhorse

as a headquarters for exercises and spe- Operational experiences in different | of current air transport, the German Army

cia missionsduring NATO and EU opera- | theatres clearly show that command and | will have adequatefirepower and high air
tions. To meet these new challenges, the | control isakey issuefor all types of opera- | mobility capabilitiesto fulfil the most de-
division has established a concentrated | tions with high intensity pace. Ensuring a | manding tasksin any future theatre of op-
basis of high training for new personnel | continuousflow of informationisparamount | eration. &

www.centcom.mil/Operations/Coalition/joint.htm
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